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RESUME 
 
 
Name: Gerry Swan. 
Address: 2 Acron Road, St Ives, NSW 2075. 
Phone number: (02) 9449 4606 
Mobile: 0413 042 355 
E-mail: gerryswan@bigpond.com 
 
 
Academic Qualifications: 
 
Advanced Herpetological Techniques course – TAFE Biological Sciences. 1987-
1988. 
 
Employment and Experience: 
 
• Extensive herpetological fieldwork mainly in New South Wales for research into 

books. 
• Assistant Instructor Advanced Herp. Techniques course 1989-1992. 
• Ten year population survey of the lizard Eulamprus quoyii. 
• Contract work for Australian Museum Business Services assisting in the review of 

Fauna Impact Statements (reptiles) prepared for NSW State Forests in the 
Urbenville, Casino and Walcha/Nundle management areas. 

• Reptile/amphibian survey work in various regions of NSW. 1995-present. 
• Co-ordinator of a reptile/amphibian survey of Mutawintji National Park for 

NPWS by the Australian Herpetological Society and the South Australian 
Herpetology Group during 1994-1996. 

• Co-ordinator of a reptile/amphibian survey of Sturt National Park for NPWS by 
the Australian Museum and the Australian Herpetological Society during 1997-
2000. 

• Co-ordinator of a reptile/amphibian survey of Peery National Park for NPWS by 
the Australian Museum and the Australian Herpetological Society during 2001-
2003. 

• Co-ordinator of a reptile/amphibian survey of Nocoleche Nature Reserve for 
NPWS by the Australian Museum and the Australian Herpetological Society 
during 2003-2004. 

• Collection of a series of targeted reptile species on the NSW north-western slopes 
for the Evolutionary Biology Unit at the Australian Museum, 1997-1998. 

• With Prof. Mats Olsson worked on a comparison of reptile species diversity at a 
1080 baited area (Yathong Nature Reserve) and a non-baited area. 1999-2001. 

• Assisted in a targeted species survey (Anomalopus mackayi) on the McIntyre 
flood plains 1998. 

• Carried out surveys for NPWS to assess the distribution of the threatened skink 
Egernia margaretae in New South Wales 2000-2001. 

• Editor of the journal Herpetofauna, 1973-2001. 
• Carried out reptile diversity surveys with Charles Sturt University for the 

Murrumbidgee Irrigation Authority at 33 sites in the Riverina region, 2003. 
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• Impact of inundation of Shannon Creek on threatened reptile species, for Clarence 
Valley & Coffs Harbour Regional Water Supply Project, 2004. 

• Worked for the North Queensland Gas Pipeline Alliance on the gas pipeline from 
Moranbah to Townsville (392km) from April to August 2004 as fauna officer. 
This entailed removing fauna that had fallen into the open trench and relocating at 
a distance from the trench. Almost 3500 animals were successfully removed and 
relocated. 

• Worked on the Origin Energy Gas Pipeline from Spring Gully to Wallumbilla 
(97km) from November 2004 to January 2005 as fauna officer. Over 1000 animals 
were successfully removed and relocated. 

• Work for University of Wollongong (Prof M. Olsson) on Painted dragons and 
Mallee dragons in central western NSW 2004-2005. 

• Worked on the Sunwater Water pipeline from the Burdekin River to Moranbah 
(218km) from March  to November 2006. Almost 1800 animals were successfully 
removed and relocated 

 
 
 
Committees and Honorary positions: 
 
• President of the Australian Herpetological Society 1975-1977 and 1995-1998. 
• Member of the joint Australian Herpetological Society/Reptile Keepers 

Association/ NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service working party, revising 
reptile protection and keeping legislation, 1986-1997, which resulted in the 
introduction of a reptile keeping system in NSW in 1997. 

• Member of the Native Animal Keepers Consultative Committee set up by NPWS 
to advise the Service and the Minister on matters relating to the keeping of native 
animals. 1999-present. 

 
 
Professional Affiliations. 
 
• Associate The Australian Museum. 
• Member Australian Society of Herpetologists 
• Member Royal Zoological Society of NSW 
• Member Ecological Consultants Association NSW 
 
Publications 
 
Swan, G. 1971. Notes on the growth of juvenile Denisonia signata. Herpetofauna, 
3(1). 
 
Swan, G. 1972. Observations on birth of Bluetongues. Herpetofauna, 5(2). 
 
Swan, G. 1975. Notes on the incubation and hatching of eggs of the Green tree Snake 
(Dendrelaphis punctulatus). Herpetofauna, 7(2). 
 
Swan, G. 1988. A note on a winter aggregation of Lampropholis mustelina. 
Herpetofauna, 18(1). 
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Swan, G. 1990. A Field Guide to the Snakes and Lizards of New South Wales. Three 
Sisters Productions, Winmalee.   Whitley Award winner-best zoological field guide. 
 
Swan, G. 1995. A Photographic Guide to Snakes & other reptiles of Australia. New 
Holland Publishers, Sydney.   (reprinted 1996, 1997, 1999, 2001, 2003) 
 
Swan, G. 1997. The Mallee Dragon: Down among the spinifex. National Parks 
Journal, 41(2). 
 
Swan, G. 1998. A Green Guide to Snakes & other reptiles of Australia. New Holland 
Publishers, Sydney. (reprinted 2000, 2001, 2002, 2004)  Whitley Award winner-best 
zoological series. 
 
Swan, G. 2001. A Green Guide to Frogs of Australia. New Holland Publishers, 
Sydney. (reprinted 2003 twice, 2005). 
 
Swan, G. 2003. Wildlife in the West – Mutawintji. National Parks Journal, 47(1). 
 
Swan, G. & H. Ehmann 1996. Communal egglaying in the Broad-tailed gecko 
(Phyllurus platurus). Herpetofauna, 26(2). 
 
Swan, G. & R. Foster 2000. Confirmation of occurrence of the skink Egernia 
margaretae in western New South Wales. Herpetofauna, 30(2). 
 
Swan, G., G. Shea, & R. Sadlier (2004). A field guide to reptiles of New South Wales. 
New Holland Publishers, Sydney. 
 
Swan, G & M. Swan (2006). How to Treat Bites & Stings.  Reed New Holland, 
Frenchs Forest. 
 
Ehmann, H. &  G. Swan 1985. Reproduction and development in the Marsupial frog 
Assa darlingtoni, in eds G. Grigg, R. Shine, and H. Ehmann, The Biology of 
Australasian Frogs and Reptiles. Surrey Beatty & Sons, Chipping Norton. 
 
Ehmann, H. & G. Swan 1987. An indirect indicator of mating in snakes. 
Herpetofauna, 17(1). 
 
Ehmann, H. & G. Swan 1987. Microsympatry, limb characteristics and tail colour in 
burrowing skinks of the genus Anomalopus. Herpetofauna, 17(2). 
 
Ehmann, H. G. Swan, G. Swan & B. Smith 1991. Nesting, egg incubation and 
hatching by the Heath Monitor Varanus rosenbergi in a termite mound. 
Herpetofauna, 21(1). 
 
Sass, S., Swan, G., Wassens, S. & L. Thompson 2005. A range extension for the 
Spinifex Snake-lizard Delma butleri (Pygopodidae): a record from the Murrumbidgee 
Irrigation Area, New South Wales. Herpetofauna 35(1). 
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Shea, G.M., G. Swan & R. Sadlier 2000. Ramphotyphlops endoterus (Waite, 1918), 
an addition to the typhlopid fauna of New South Wales. Herpetofauna, 30(1). 
 
Wassens, S., S. Sass & G. Swan 2005. Reptile communities in vegetation remnants of 
the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area, New South Wales. Herpetofauna, 35(2). 
 
Wilson, S. & G. Swan 2003. A complete guide to reptiles of Australia. New Holland 
Publishers, Sydney. (reprinted 2004). (Whitley Award winner-Best Field Guide). 


